
SEC.  15-1-10     BASEMENTS; EXCAVATIONS. 

 

(a) Basement Subflooring.  First floor subflooring shall be completed within sixty (60) days 

after the basement is excavated. 

(b) Fencing of Excavations.  The owner of any premises on which there exists an opening or 

excavation which is located in close proximity to a public sidewalk or street right-of-way 

as to constitute a hazard to pedestrian or vehicular traffic shall erect a fence, wall or railing 

at least four (4) feet high between such opening or excavation and the public right-of-way. 

(c) Closing of Abandoned Excavations.  Any excavation for building purposes or any 

uncovered foundation which shall remain open for more than three (3) months shall be 

deemed abandoned and a nuisance and the Building Inspector shall order that unless the 

erection of the building or structure on the excavation or foundation shall commence or 

continue forthwith suitable safeguards shall be provided to prevent accidental injury to 

children or other frequenters or that the excavation or foundation be filled to grade.  Such 

order shall be served upon the owner of record or the owner’s agent, where an agent is in 

charge of the premises, and upon the holder of an encumbrance of record in the manner 

provided for service of a summons in the circuit court.  If the owner or the holder of an 

encumbrance of record cannot be found, the order may be served by posting it on the 

premises and make publication in the official newspaper for two (2) consecutive 

publications at least ten (10) days before the time for compliance stated in the order 

commences to run.  Such time shall be not less than fourteen (14) nor more than twenty 

(20) days after service.  If the owner of the land fails to comply with the order within the 

time required, the Building Inspector shall cause the excavation or foundation to be filled 

to grade.  The cost of such abatement shall be charged against the real estate and entered 

on the next succeeding tax roll as a special charge and shall bear interest at a rate 

established by the Common Council from the date of the report by the Building Inspector 

on the cost thereof, pursuant to the provisions of Sec. 66.60, Wis. Stats. 

 

 

SEC.  15-1-11     DISCHARGE OF CLEAR WATERS. 

 

(a) Discharge.  No person shall cause, allow or permit any roof drain, surface drain, subsoil 

drain, drain from any mechanical device, gutter, ditch, pipe, conduit, sump pump or any 

other object or thing used for the purposes of collecting, conducting, transporting, 

diverting, draining or discharging clear water from any part of any private premises owned 

or occupied by said person to discharge into a sanitary sewer. 

(b)  Nuisance.  The discharge into a sanitary sewer from any roof drain, surface drain, subsoil 

drain, drain from any mechanical device, gutter, ditch, pipe, conduit, sump pump or any 

other object or thing used for the purposes of collecting, conducting, transporting, 

diverting, draining or discharging clear water from any part of any private premises is 

hereby declared to be a public nuisance and a hazard to the health, safety and well-being of 

the residents of the City and to the protection of the property. 

(c) Groundwater.  Where deemed necessary by the Building Inspector, every house shall 

have a sump pump installed for the purpose of discharging clear waters from foundation 

drains and ground infiltration and where the building is not serviced by a storm sewer shall 

either discharge into an underground conduit leading to a drainage ditch, gutter, dry well or 



shall discharge onto the ground surface in such other manner as will not constitute a 

nuisance as defined herein. 

(d) Storm Water.  All roof drains, surface drains, drains from any mechanical device, gutters, 

pipe, conduits or any other objects or things used for the purpose of collecting, conducting, 

transporting, diverting, draining or discharging storm waters shall be discharged either to a 

storm sewer, a dry well, an underground conduit leading to a drainage ditch or onto the 

ground surface in such other manner as will not constitute a nuisance as defined herein. 

(e) Storm Sewer Lateral.  Where municipal storm sewers are provided and it is deemed 

necessary by the property owner and/or the City to discharge clear waters from a parcel of 

land, a storm sewer lateral shall be installed and connected to the storm sewer main at the 

expense of the owner. 

(f) Conducting Tests.  If the Building Inspector or his designated agent suspects an illegal 

clear water discharge as defined by this Chapter or by any other applicable provision of the 

Wisconsin Administrative Code as it may, from time to time, be amended, he may, upon 

reasonable notice and at reasonable times, enter the private premises where such illegal 

clear water discharge is suspected and conduct appropriate tests to determine whether such 

suspected illegal clear water discharge actually exists. 

 

 

SEC.  15-1-12     DUPLEX SERVICE CONNECTIONS. 

 

Each unit of a duplex shall have separate water and sewer services. 

 

 


