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SEC.  5-2-1 FIRE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION; GOALS OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

 

(a) Fire Department Established.  The Galesville Area Fire Department shall be responsible 

for the program of fire defense for the citizens and property within the City of Galesville. 

(b) Goals of the Fire Defense Program. 

(1) The primary objective of the fire defense program is to serve all citizens, without 

prejudice or favoritism, by safeguarding, collectively and individually, their lives 

against the effects if fires and explosions. 

(2) The second objective of the fire defense program is to safeguard the general 

economy and welfare of the community by preventing major conflagrations and the 

destruction by fire of industries and businesses. 

(3) The third objective of the fire defense program is to protect the property of all 

citizens against the effects of fire and explosions.  All property deserves equal 

protection, regardless of location or monetary value. 

(c) Organization.  The Galesville Area Fire Department is authorized and directed to adopt a 

constitution and bylaws for the control, management, government and regulation of its 

business and proceedings. 

 

 

SEC.  5-2-2 IMPEDING FIRE EQUIPMENT PROHIBITED. 

 

No person shall impede the progress of a fire engine, fire truck or other fire apparatus of the 

Galesville Fire Department along the streets or alleys of such City at the time of a fire or when 

the Fire Department of the City is using such streets or alleys in response to a fire alarm or for 

practice. 

 

 

 



SEC.  5-2-3 POLICE POWER OF THE DEPARTMENT; INVESTIGATION OF 

FIRES. 

 

(a) Police Authority at Fires. 

(2) The Chief and assistants or officers in command at any fire are hereby vested with 

full and complete police authority at fires.  Any officer of the Department may cause 

the arrest of any person failing to give the right-of-way to the Fire Department in 

responding to a fire. 

(3) The Fire Chief may prescribe certain limits in the vicinity of any fire within which 

no persons, excepting firemen and policemen and those admitted by order of any 

officer of the Department, shall be permitted to come. 

(4) The Chief shall have the power to cause the removal of any property whenever it 

shall become necessary for the preservation of such property from fire or to prevent 

the spreading of fire or to protect the adjoining property, and during the progress of 

any fire he shall have the power to cause the removal of all wires or other facilities 

and the turning off of all electricity or other services where the same impedes the 

work of the Department during the progress of a fire. 

(b) Fire Inspection Duties. 

(1) The Fire Chief shall be the Fire Inspector of the City of Galesville and shall have the 

power to appoint one or more deputy Fire Inspectors and shall perform all duties 

required of the Fire Inspectors by the laws of the State and rules of the Department 

of Industry, Labor and Human Relations, particularly Section 101.14, Wis. Stats. 

(2) While acting as Fire Inspector pursuant to Sec. 101.14(2), Wis. Stats., the Fire Chief, 

or any officer of the Fire Department designated by the Fire Chief, shall have the 

right and authority to enter any building or upon any premises in the City of 

Galesville at all reasonable hours for the purpose of making inspections or 

investigations which, under the provisions of this Code of Ordinances, he may deem 

necessary.  Should the Fire Inspector find that any provisions of this Code relating to 

fire hazards and prevention of fires are being violated, or that a fire hazard exists 

which should be eliminated, it shall be his duty to give such directions for the 

abatement of such conditions as he shall deem necessary and, if such directions be 

not complied with, to report such noncompliance to the Common Council for further 

action. 

(3) The Chief of the Fire Department is required, by himself or by officers or members 

of the Fire Department designated by him as fire inspectors, to inspect all buildings, 

premises and public thoroughfares, except the interiors of private dwellings, for the 

purpose of ascertaining and causing to be corrected any conditions liable to cause 

fire, or any violations of any law or ordinance relating to the fire hazard or to the 

prevention of fires.  Such inspections shall be made at least once in six (6) twelve 

(12) months in all of the territory served by the Fire Department, and not less than 

once in six (6) twelve (12) months in such territory as the Common Council has 

designated or thereafter designates as within the City or as a congested district 

subject to conflagration, and oftener as the Chief of the Fire Department orders.  

Each six (6) twelve (12) month period shall begin on January 1 and July 1, and each 

three (3) month period on January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. 

(amended 6/12/25) 



(4) Written reports of inspections shall be made and kept on file in the office of the 

Chief of the Fire Department in the manner and form required by the Department of 

Industry, Labor and Human Relations.  A copy of such reports shall be filed with the 

Fire Chief.  

 

State Law Reference:  Section 101.14(2), Wis. Stats. 

 

 

SEC. 5-2-4 DAMAGING FIRE HOSE PROHIBITED; PARKING BY HYDRANTS; 

BLOCKING FIRE LANES. 

 

(a) Driving Over Fire Hose.  No person shall willfully injure in any manner any hose, 

hydrant or fire apparatus belonging to the City, and no vehicle shall be driven over any 

unprotected hose of the Fire Department when laid down on any street, private driveway or 

other place, to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent of the Fire 

Department official in command. 

(b) Parking Vehicles Near Hydrants.  It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle 

or leave any object within ten (10) feet of any fire hydrant at any time. 

(c) No Parking Near Fire.  It shall be unlawful for any person, in case of fire, to drive or park 

any vehicle within one block from the place of fire without the consent and authority of the 

Fire Chief or any police officer. 

 

 

SEC.  5-2-5 FIREMEN MAY ENTER ADJACENT PROPERTY. 

 

(a) Entering Adjacent Property.  It shall be lawful for any fireman while acting under the 

direction of the Fire Chief or any other officer in command to enter upon the premises 

adjacent to or in the vicinity of a building or other property then on fire for the purpose of 

extinguishing such fire and in case any person shall hinder, resist or obstruct any fireman 

in the discharge of his duty as is hereinbefore provided, the person so offending shall be 

deemed guilty of resisting firemen in the discharge of their duty. 

(b) Destruction of Property to Prevent the Spread of Fire.  During the progress of any fire, 

the Fire Chief or his assistant shall have the power to order the removal or destruction of 

any property necessary to prevent the further spread of fire: provided that it is inevitable 

that, unless such property is removed, other property is in danger of being destroyed by 

fire. 

 

 

SEC.  5-2-6 DUTY OF BYSTANDERS TO ASSIST. 

 

Every person who shall be present at a fire shall be subject to the orders of the Fire Chief or 

officer in command and may be required to render assistance in fighting the fire or in removing 

or guarding property.  Such officer shall have the power to cause the arrest of any person or 

persons refusing to obey said orders. 

 

 



SEC.  5-2-7 VEHICLES TO YIELD RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

 

Whenever there shall be a fire or fire alarm or the Fire Department shall be out for practice, 

every person driving or riding in a motorized or other vehicle shall move and remain to the side 

of the street until the fire engine and fire truck and other fire apparatus shall have passed. 

 

 

SEC.  5-2-8 INTERFERENCE WITH USE OF HYDRANTS PROHIBITED. 

 

No person shall occupy any portion of such streets or alleys with a motorized or other vehicle 

between such fire engine or fire truck or other fire apparatus or any hydrant to which a fire hose 

may be, or may be about to be, attached. 

 

 

SEC.  5-2-9 OPEN BURNING. 

 

(a) Open Burning.  No person, firm or corporation shall build any outdoor fire within the 

corporate limits of the City of Galesville excepting as set forth in Subsection (b) of this 

Section. 

(b) Exceptions. 

(1) Outdoor cooking over a fire contained in a device or structure designed for such use 

is permissible; 

(2) Controlled burning of grass or similar vegetation for environmental management 

purposes, with the prior written approval of the Fire Chief, may be permitted; 

(3) Ceremonial campfire or bonfires, with prior written approval of the Fire Chief, may 

be permitted; 

(4) Controlled burning of dry leaves and other non-offensive dry yard debris during the 

periods of April 1 through May 31, and October 1 through November 30 of each 

year, provided, however, that such burning is: 

a. Monitored by a responsible person until the fire has extinguished itself 

completely; 

b. Conducted on days when excessive wind or atmospheric conditions will not 

result in danger to public health or safety; 

c. Located off the public street pavement or street gutter; 

d. Located at least thirty (30) feet from any neighboring residence; 

e. Not used for covert incineration of offensive substances or materials; 

(5) Other occasions of desirable outdoor burning not specified by this Subsection, but 

not as an alternative to refuse removal or disposal of which other methods are 

available, may be granted single occasion approval as in Subsections (2) and (3) 

above. 

(6) Whenever approval and special permit are granted by the Fire Chief under 

Subsection (b)(2), (3) and (5) of this Section, the permit may specify and be 

conditioned on observance of safety restrictions and insurance requirements set forth 

therein. 

(7) Fire pits are allowed as long as the fire is contained in a manufactured freestanding 

fire pit, ring or pit not to exceed three (3) feet in diameter.  Fire pits that are dug into 



the ground should be lined on the outside of the pit with gravel, brick, concrete or 

rock to prevent the spread of flames across the ground.  All fire rings or pits should 

be placed at a safe distance from any structure or combustibles, such as houses, 

garages, sheds, wood piles and wooden fences.  Only natural firewood cut in short 

lengths less than two feet may be burned.  [Amended 9/11/2008] 

(c) Chief May Prohibit.  The Fire Chief is permitted to prohibit any or all bonfires and 

outdoor rubbish fires when atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires 

hazardous. 

(d) Burning on Streets.  No materials may be burned upon any street, curb, gutter or 

sidewalk. 

(e) Liability.  Persons utilizing and maintaining outdoor fires shall be responsible for any 

liability resulting from damage caused by his fire. 

 

 

SEC. 5-2-10     BANNING OF SOLID FUEL-FIRED OUTDOOR FURNACES. 

 

(a) Purpose.  This ordinance is intended to promote the public health, safety and welfare and 

to safeguard the health, comfort, living conditions, safety and welfare of the citizens of the 

City of Galesville due to the air pollution and fire hazards of outdoor solid fuel burning. 

(b) Applicability. 

(1) This ordinance applies to any solid fuel-fired outdoor heating device, equipment or 

apparatus or any part thereof, which is installed, affixed or situated outdoors for the 

primary purpose of combustion of solid fuel to produce heat or energy used as a 

component of a heating system providing heat to any interior space or water source.  

Without limitation because of enumeration, this ordinance specifically applies to 

outdoor wood burning furnaces, outdoor pellet stoves or furnaces, or any other solid 

fuel-fired furnace, stove or device. 

(2) This ordinance does not apply to grilling or cooking using charcoal, wood, propane 

or natural gas in cooking or grilling appliances. 

(3) This ordinance does not apply to burning in a stove, furnace, fireplace or other 

heating device within a building used for human habitation. 

(4) This ordinance does not apply to the use of propane, acetylene, natural gas, gasoline 

or kerosene in a device intended for heating, construction or maintenance activities. 

(c) Severability.  Should any portion of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid 

by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

(d) Prohibition.  The installation, placement, or use of a solid fuel-fired outdoor heating 

device, as described above, in any zoning district of the City of Galesville is hereby 

prohibited. 

(e) Conflicting ordinances.  Any ordinance, or any part thereof which conflicts with this 

ordinance, is hereby superseded by the ordinance.  (Adopted 8/10/06) 

 


